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Unnecessary tests, treatments and procedures constitute not only one of the most significant sources of
waste in the healthcare sector, equal to 20-30% of total expenditure, and a possible harm to patients but
also an avoidable environmental damage.

Health care is among the most important sectors in managing the effects of climate change and,
simultaneously, this sector has an important role in reducing its own carbon emissions.
The 2020 report of the Lancet Countdown on health and climate change: responding to converging crises. Lancet 2021;
397: 129–70
Globally, healthcare is responsible for nearly 5% of total global greenhouse gas emissions. 



In the Italian Choosing Wisely  campaign 5 recommendations from the Society of the Doctors for the Environment - ISDE
were published in 2015, focused on the environmental impact of inappropriate habits on the part of professionals and of 
individuals

https://choosingwiselyitaly.org/en/societa/isde-2/

https://choosingwiselyitaly.org/en/societa/isde-2/


Do not follow Occidental style diets with high environmental impact. Only healthy diets such as the Mediterranean 
diet can guarantee the physical health of individuals and the planet.

Food has an impact on environmental resources, in terms of consumption of water, soil, energy, as well as gas production, acidification and
eutrophication. The "Occidental diets" (full of refined foods, animal fats, sugars and low in fiber) are those that involve the greatest environmental
burden, as well as those that favor the onset of metabolic, cardiovascular and oncological diseases. Conversely, "healthy diets" (mainly plant-based -
whole grains, legumes, vegetables, fruit - with good fish content, moderate amounts of meat - preferring white to red ones - and with vegetable fats)
have the advantage of being protective for the health of individuals and more respectful of the resources used for the production of food.

Recommendations from 
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o for the health of human beings (benefits at multiple levels) 
and the biota

o for the ecosystems as a whole

COBENEFITS ONE HEALTH APPROACH

o human health
o animal health
o ecosystem health  

https://choosingwiselyitaly.org/en/societa/adi-2/
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Do not use gloves as an alternative to hand hygiene with alcohol solution for performing non-
biological care work, especially in the presence of a patient with multi-drug resistant organisms 
(MDRO).

ANIPIO National Association of Nurses for the Prevention of Hospital Infections

Recommendations from 

Don’t replace hand hygiene with the use of non-sterile disposable gloves. Use alcohol-based 
product as a first choice for hand hygiene routine.

SItI Italian Society of Hygiene, Preventive Medicine and Public Health in collaboration with 
The Italian Association of Doctors of the Hospital Directions

https://choosingwiselyitaly.org/en/societa/anipio-2/

https://choosingwiselyitaly.org/en/societa/siti/
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Towards a Green Choosing Wisely Italy

in collaboration with Society of the Doctors for the Environment - ISDE

1) The impact on the environment can be made explicit in the text of the recommendations defined by

professional societies. Professional societies will be encouraged:

- to develop recommendations about tests, treatments and procedures that cause harm to the

environment (inhalers for asthma or COPD, some inhalational anaesthetic agents…..),

- to study and to describe the environmental consequences of unnecessary tests, treatments and

procedures (antibiotics, other drugs, imaging, etc.)

2) In-person or remote training initiatives on CW Italy may include sections regarding the impact on the

environment by unnecessary tests, treatments and procedures.

3) Measurement tools and implementation initiatives may include the environmental impact of

unnecessary tests, treatments and procedures.



for a Measured, Respectful and Equitable approach to the Mountains, which promotes health and well-
being for all and protects the environment and biodiversity. 

Green prescriptions with Forest Bathing and Nature Therapy could be an alternative to unnecessary
prescriptions of drugs and can promote deprescribing: a project in Gran Paradiso National Park.

MONTAGNA SLOW (SLOW MOUNTAIN)

https://www.slowmedicine.it/montagna-slow/
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